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An Historic Legacy of Mill Dams in the Mid-Atlantic

At least 383 mill dams were located in Lancaster County by the mid-1800s (left), which
converted streamsto a series of linked slackwater ponds. Approximately 60,000 mill dams
existed in the Chesapeake Bay watershed by 1840 (right); all drew water from slackwater
ponds behind mill dams. Figure credit: Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster, PA.




