The Appalachian Coal Country
Watershed Team

An OSM/VISTA Initiative

Helping watershed associations and
their communities from the inside out.




What 1s the ACCWT?

A group of OSM/VISTA volunteers dedicated to work
with coal country watershed groups to fight poverty and
provide rural communities with the assistance they
need, empowering citizens to make their own
communities cleaner, healthier places to live and work.




Our team currently serves 23
sites in 8 Appalachian states,
Including OH, PA, WV, MD, VA,
KY, TN, AL.

There are another 10 sites
that are now actively
recruiting an OSM/VISTA.

The team has the approval
to add another 17 sites In
the next year.




The ACCWT: A Brief History
The Need:

The challenging and insidious effects of decades of pre-
regulatory mining activity throughout Appalachia:

Acid mine drainage (AMD) and other pollutants.
Land scarring and environmental devastation.

High unemployment rates, poverty, and a sense of
abandonment among many communities.

Organized watershed groups that lack the resources,
time, and skills to make real change happen.







