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2000: 1st ECRR discussion forum

Convened watershed groups from 7/ states
CVI supported, OSM/ EPA facilitated

Barriers and successes facing Coal Country.

15t regional roundtable to focus on Acid Mine
Drainage




Help with
Understanding Regulations
Meeting Helpful People

Finding Funding
Keeping up with the News




Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act
(the lightning version)

What it does
How youi can use It
Issues

Clean Water Act (super lightning version)
What it does
Where AMD fits in
How you can use It
Issues

Who can help you learn more




Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act, 1977

establish a nationwide program to protect society
and the envirenment from the adverse effects of

surface coal mining operations

promote the reclamation of mined areasdefi
without adequate reclamation_prior to the
enactment of this Act and which continue, in their
unreclaimed condition, to'substantially degrade the
guality of the environment, prevent or damage the
beneficial use of land or water resources, or
endanger the health or safety of the public.




What does SMCRA do?
Created Office of Surface Mining (OSM)
Regulates current mining operations
Reclaims abandoned mine sites

Levies fee/ ton of coal mined (Abandoned Mine
Land Reclamation Fund)

IHow. IS It applied?
Inspection and enforcement (post 77)
States are Regulatory Authority, OSM= oversight

AML (pre 77)
OSM Programs




How you can use it

AML Funding
OSM Programs




AML Funding
$0.35/ ton surface
$0.15/ ton underground

50% for use by the state where collected
50% placed in the Federal Share
Interest earned to be used on other items




OSM Programs

Appalachian Clean Streams Program
State AML grants for clean streams projects

OSM/VISTA program
Summer intern program
Brownfields in Coal Country
Donation initiative
Technology transfer

Watershed Cooperative Agreement Program
(WCAP)

osmre.gov for more information




WCAP, 1998

Funds for non-profit watershed groups
Applicants must have other partners

13 states eligible

$100,000 for design, monitoring, project
administration, and construction

1999-2005: 128 projects, $52 million for
AMD projects




Issues

AML Fund
Extended to September 2007 (not reauthorized)

Inventory (still unidentified sources)
Priorities (water guality not included)

WCAP

< 40% of project cost
Few approved at first because:
Limited number of funding partners

Upfront work required (difficult for small, local,
volunteer groups)




Clean Water Act, 1972

the discharge of pollutants be

eliminated by 1985

an interim goal of water quality which
provides for fish, shellfish, andwildlife
and recreation be achieved by 1983

(Fishable/ swimmable)




What does the CWA do?

\Water guality standards
Designated Uses
Water Quality Criteria
Antidegradation Policy

How: IS It applied?
NPDES permits
Threatened and impaired waters list (303d)
Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL)
State water quality certification (401)
Nonpoint source control (319)




Clean Water Act

How it all fits together

Healthy
Waters

Water Quality Monitoring
/” Standards \/ \

Restoration Adjustments
Plans/ to Permits

\ Whiilors TMDLs & Activities

[ischarge Monitoring —
Permits

(NPDES) Waters Still Sick

Threatened
& Impaired

Photo Credit: Opportunities for Citizen Involvement in the CWA, River Network. EPA OWOW Watershed
Academy. April 19, 2006. http:/ivww.epa.goviwatershedwebcasts/




How AMD FEits In

AMD Point Sources
Active mines
Bond forfeiture sites
Management tool: NPDES permits, TMDL

AMD Non-point Sources
Abandoned mine lands
Management tool: TMDL




Criteria related to AMD:
pH
lron

Aluminum
Manganese
Zinc







